GENERAL WELFA
PROGRAM BENEFITS




Overview of the difference between cash payments made to
Tribal Citizens through a Revenue Allocation Plan (RAP) and cash
payments through a General Welfare Benefit Program (GWP)

> questions raised by Tribal Citizens

NBs and




Option 1: IGRA provides one mechanism for distributing cash payments to
tribal citizens (often referred to as “per caps”)
* To use this mechanism, a tribe must first adopt a Revenue Allocation Plan
(RAP) that is approved by Interior.
» The RAP governs how all gaming revenues spent. Must specify the
ge of revenues to be used for tribal operations and programes,

oer capita payments.

d 40% for per capita




Option 2: 2014 GWE Act is another mechanism for making cash payments to tribal citizens.
« 2014 GWE Act allow ftribes to provide benefits to citizens that promote their general welfare
(e.g. housing, medical, education assistance)
ram parameters: available to any tribal citizen who meets the guidelines; not lavish
ot compensation for services.
is NOT counted as gross income and is NOT




Authorizes the Tribal Council to fund General Welfare Programs for the following purposes:
Healthcare Assistance;
Housing Assistance;
Education Assistance;
Elders Assistance;

egally Incompetent Tribal Members Assistance;

pplemental Social Security Income recipients);




GENERAL WELFARE
DISTRIBUTIONS

Can | get a CASH distribution?

Is the payment TAXABLE?

Will the Tribe withhold TAXES from my distribution?

Does the plan require FEDEREAL APPOVAL before distributions
can be made?

Will the distribution affect my ELIGIBILITY FOR OTHER
PROGRAMS? (e.g., Elder Rental Assistance, TANF, Section 8,
Disability)

Does federal law require an APPLICATION or CERTIFICATION?

Can distributions be made directly for TRIBAL CHILDREN?

CHEAT SHEET

RAP PER CAPITA
DISTRIBUTIONS



gve\“g:hor’r states “can | get a cash distributione” | want to know “WILL | get a cash distribution?” under

Per capita, does distribution amounts increase w/how profitable the casino does?e

e general welfare distributions covere
depend on which progran

> ith both models¢ Benefits other than what is
RAP per caps to minors must be placed in trust fund; unde
directly to parent/custodian (or even to minor).

> Yes.

> Yes, but probably doesn’'t make sense.

> [/
Build it info statute. /

> Flexible rangé of uses

built info programs, don't need to prove how used by submitting receipfs.

/ For
uniform cash assistance through GWP, would receive same amount (although opy% for minors or
elders to receive different amounts).



Amend statute so either have new cash assistance program (for array of

purposes, €.g. housing, food, tfransportation) or clarify that uniform cash
payments can be made under existing programs.

Include process for distributing cash payments, e.g. monthly checks in the
mail (doesn’t need to be prepaid credit card)

oaperwork requirements.

ough still required for SSI

0

/



Recommendation: There is no need to obtain an Interior-
approved RAP aft this time. Instead, cash payments to Tribal
Citizens should be made through the Tribe's General Welfare
Programs.

ibe should update its General Welfare
and to clearly



